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A    SECOND 

LETTER 

Occafion'd  by 

REPEALING 

THE 

Triennial  Aft. 


SIR, 


L&niiottf  Afrit  XI.  jyitf. 


N  E  E  D  not  tell  you  with 
how  great  Pleafure  I  re- 
ceived your  Letter,  own- 
ing the  Receipt  of  mine 
of  the  9//;  Inftant ;  not  on- 
ly as  I  find  you  are  not  fo  uneafie  as  you 
were  at  the  defign  of  altering  the  Tri- 
ennial Bill  ;  but  as  you  exprefs  it,  my 
Letter  has  given  you  Means  of  making 

Eafy, 
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Eafy,   and  quieting  the  Minds  of  your 
Neighbours.  j 

■i 
But  I  fhall  wait  with  fome  Impati-i 

ence  to  hear,    you  are  wholly  become 

my  Convert ;    which  that  you  may  be, 

I  beg   leive  to   fuggeft  to  you  further 

Matter  on  the  Objeflicns  you  made  in 

the  Order  they  ftand  in  my  former. 

And  F/rfli  As  to  the  Power  of  the 
Houfe  of  Commons  to  repeal  this  Jciy  I 
might  refer  you  to  the  Writ  it  felf,  and 
the  conflant  Pra£lice  of  all  Times  ;  but 
certain  it  isjthat  all  Parliaments  have  equal 
Powers,  one  Parliament  can  Sufpend, 
Annul  or  Repeal  the  Ads  which  a  for- 
mer Parliament  has  made  :  No  one  yet 
c\^er  difputed  this  Authority,  or  fo  much 
as  doubted  of  this  their  Right,  and  that 
without  confulting  their  Eledors;  which 
had  the  Reprefentatives  of  the  People 
been  obliged  to,  we  m.ght  have  wanted 
many  valuable  Laws,  and  retained  ma- 
ny bad  Curtoms ;  wc  fhould  not  proba- 
bly have  had  the  Statute  of  Hemy  VI. 
which  afcertains  all  Voters  for  Knights 
of  the  Shire  to  have  40  /.  a  Year.  I'he 
Preamble  to  which  runs  thus : 

'^  Wheufas 
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«  Whfreas  the  Elections  of  Knight 
**  of  Shires  to  come  to  the  Parliament 
"  of  our  Lord  the  King  in  many  Coun- 
*'  ties  of  the  Realm  of  EngUrfd,  have 
"  now  of  late  been  made  by  very  great 
"  outragious  and  exceffive  Number  of 
"  of  People  dwelling  withm  the  fame 
"  Counties  of  the  Realm  of  EngUnciy 
"  of  the  which  moft  part  was  of  Feo- 
■''  pie  of  fmali  Subftance,  and  of  no  Va- 
"  lue,  whereof  every  of  them  pretended 
"  a  Voice  equivalent  as  to  fuch  Ele£li- 
*^  ons  to  be  made,  with  the  moft  wor- 
"  thy  Knights  and  Efquires  dwelling 
"  in  the  fame  Counties,  whereby  Man- 
*'  {laughter,  Riots,  Batteries  and  Divifi- 
"  ons  among  the  Gentlemen,  and  other 
"  People  of  the  fame  Counties  fhall  very 
"  likely  rife  and  be,  unlefs  convenient 
"  and  due  Remedy  be  provided  in  this 
**  behalf.  Our  Lord  the  King  confidering 
"  the  Premifes,  &c. 

The  Parliament  at  that  Time  thus 
confining  the  Right  of  EleQion,  before 
common,  was  certainly  done  without 
and  againft  the  Inclination  of  their  E- 
Jc6lors  ;  and  this  was  then  the  more 
confined,  as  Forty  Shillings  at  that  Time 
was  equal   to  or  more  in   Value  than 

Ten 
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Ten  Pounds  at  prefent ;  which,  for  the 
fame  Reafons  may  probably  hereafter 
dcferve  the  Confideration  of  Parlia- 
ment. 

I  SHALL  not  trouble  you  with  what 
Mr.  Sidney  and  others  fay  on  this  Head, 
but  only  with  the  following  Paragraph 
written  by  an  Honourable  Gentleman 
now  living,  whofc  Love  for  his  Coun- 
try equals  any  of  the  Roma?jSy  in  his 
Preface  to  his  Account  of  Denmark,  as 
it  was  in  the  Year  1692. 


i( 


^*  That  nothing  which  even  the  Re- 
prefentative  Body  of  the  People  does, 
"  which  fhall  afterwards  tend  to  the 
**  Detriment  of  the  Univerfality  can 
'*  then  be  Obligatory,  becaufe  many 
*'  Things  good  and  profitable  at  the 
"  Time  of  making  thofe  Laws  may  be 
*•  the  quite  contrary  afterwards  ;  and 
"  as  foon  as  any  Law  grows  apparent- 
*'  ly  Mifchievous  to  the  whole  Body 
"  that  made  it,  or  their  Succeffors,  it 
"  ought  by  them  to  be  repealed  ;  and 
'^  would  certainly  be  fo  in  Countries, 
''  where  frequent  free  AlTemblies  of  the 
*'  States  are  in  ufe  ;  that  the  Acls  of 
"  one  General  Parliament,  though  a  free 
"  One,    aie    not    perpetually    obliging, 

*'  fince 
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^'  fince  that,  as  well  as  particular  Per^ 
""  fons,  is  liable  to  Miftakes,  but  the 
"  A£Is  of  an  eternal  Succedion  of  Par- 
*'  lianaentS;  who  make,  confirm,  change, 
"  or  repeal  Laws  at  their  pleafure. 

Secondly^  A  s  to  Gentlemens  not  feeing 
Any  Danger  to  the  Government^  or  a- 
ny  the  leafi  Occajton  for  ths  refeding 
this  Laiv  ;  1  might  enlarge  on  what  I 
have  fuggefted  for  doing  it,  and  fliew, 
that  it  is  neceflary  for  our  Peace  arid 
Safety,  and  our  making  Alliances  ;  that 
it  is  the  belt  Means  of  uniting  us  at 
Home,  and  removing  all  Diftruils  and 
Jealoufies  of  us  Abroad  ;  that  it  is  the 
rhoft  effectual  Step  to  regain  our  Trade, 
which  was  facrificed  by  the  Treachery 
of  the  Laft  Minllf ry,  and  eafe  the  Na- 
tion, not  only  of  fome  of  its  prefent 
Charge,  in  disbanding  part  of  the  Force 
now  on  Foot,  but  of  that  Load  of  Debt 
it  has  upon  it,  or  labours  under  ;  Which, 
but  for  that  Miniftry,  might  have  beeri 
partly  paid,  infiead  of  being  increafed 
by  a  Peace,  or  at  lea  ft  not  felt  by  us  ; 
that  ]t  is  even  rieceffiry  (confidering  the 
tedious  Form's  which  accompany  fuch 
Proceedings)  for  to  bring  to  Juftice  the 
Lords  already  impeach'd,  and  others  who 
fhall  be  found  deferving  to  be  fo,    and 


examining  to  the  Bottom  one  of  the 
moll  dangerous  Confpiracies  that  ever 
was  formed  for  the  Subverfion  of  our 
Government  and  Religion  ;  that  it  is 
abfolutely  neceflary  to  procure  us  the 
Confidence  of  our  Friends,  and  to  com- 
mand Rafpe61:  from  our  Enemies ;  that 
it  will  give  the  People  a  greater  oppor- 
tunity of  knowing  their  Happinefs,  in 
having  his  Majefty  to  Reign  over  them, 
and  who  are  the  true  Friends  of  their 
Country  and  AITertors  of  our  Conftitu- 
tion  ;  that  it  will  fruftrate  the  lories  in 
embarrafling  the  Affairs  of  this  Govern- 
ment, as  they  did  that  of  King  PViI/i- 
am,  and  difappoint  all  the  Friends  and 
Abettors  of  the  Pretender,  in  the  Ex- 
pedations  of  having  him  come  again  a- 
mongft  us;  that  it  will  reilrain  Debau- 
chery and  Idlenefs,  and  occafion  Trade 
to  revive  and  flourifh  again  in  thofe 
Places  and  Coi  porations,  which  the  fre- 
quency of  Elediions  have  begger'd,  and 
almofl:  intirely  ruined  ;  that  it  will  (in 
fome  Meafure,  if  not  wholly)  put  an 
end  to  our  Heats  and  Divifions,  Parties 
and  Difcontents,  and  be  the  means  of 
Juftice  being  impartially  adminiiired, 
and  all  Ranks  and  Degrees  of  Men  be- 
coming Neighbourly  and  Fr  endly  :  But 
let  it  fuffice  to  fay,  that  I  am  fully  con- 
vinced 
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vinced  there  is  a  neceffity  for  repealing 
this  Law  ;  and  I  muft  own,  I  am  the 
more  zealous,  and.  think  there  is  the 
greater  Occafion  for  it,  fince  I  perceive 
all  thofe  in  the  utmoft  Concern  who, 
either  in  Principle  or  Praclice,  are  Ene- 
mies to  the  Hanover  Succeflion,  or  have 
been  endeavouring,  when  ever  they  were 
in  Power  or  Uppermofl-,  to  ruin  our 
happy  Conftitution,  or  at  other  times  to 
diftrefs  and  unhinge  that  Government, 
whofe  Foundation  was  the  glorious  Re- 
volution of  1688. 

Thirdly,  A  3  to  the  Peoples  chojing  their 
ReprefentAtives  ei'ery  Three  Tears^  being  a 
Tidndamental  Fart  of  the  Conjittution,  de* 
rived  from  the  Ancient  Cufiom  of  Parlia- 
ments  being  c^ofen  Annually  ;  therefore  to 
repecU  this  A5i  ivill  he  dtingerom  to  their  Li' 
berty.  I  have  already  informed  you, 
that  the  late  Duke  of  Leeds  fays  in  his 
Introduction  to  his  Letters,  That  he  had 
fen  fnany  Ahufes  m?.de  of  the  Triennal  Acfy 
and  that  as  King  William  told  him,  He 
jjjould  live  to  repent  it  ;  fo  he  was  not  a- 
fraid  to  own,  he  had  repented  of  it,  fince  he 
had  fetn  fuc  j  wrong  Vfes  made  of  it.  And 
'tis  notorious,  that  King  William's  deep 
Penetration  made  him  fay  to  feveral  up- 
on his  paffing  it,    That  there  was  farce  a. 

B    2  COH' 
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coK\iaerahle  Family  amotig  the    Gentry   hut 

what  would  in   a  few  Tears  have  caujc  to  re- 

pent  it.  And  the  Gentleman  who  brought 

this  Bill  into  the   Houfc  of  Commons, 

has  frequently  faid  fince  its  palTing  into 

a  Law,  l^hat  anji  Mi nijler  might  eafilj  go-. 

ijern  Eng^land,  it  was  but  bribing  one  Houfe 

and  augmenting  the  other :  4nd  whether  he 

bad  not   fince,    by  following    his  own 

Maxim,  abfolutely  manag'd  both,  I  leave 

you  to  judge  ? 

'Till  the  Year  1640,  it  does  not  ap- 
pear by  any  Records  now  extant,   that 
a  Parliament  might  not  continue  above 
a  Year,   or  as  long  as  the  i-ing  pleafed  ; 
and  Mr.  John/on  fays,  That  the  Trien- 
nial A  (El  is  an  Innovation  on  the  Confti- 
tution.     That  in  the  Saxon  Times  Par- 
liaments were  chofen  Annually,  I  fhall 
uot  difpute  ;  but  if  it  were  fo,  it  is  as  cer- 
tain,  it  was  not  out  of  any  regard  to 
thp  Liberties  of  the  People,  but  as  well 
in  cafe  to  the  Ele^lors  themfelves   45  the 
perfons  elected    to   reprefcnt  them    in 
Parliament;  inthofeDays  the  Members 
had  certain  Wages,    and  in   refpe£l  to 
that,    the  Sittings  of    Parliarnent    were 
very  fliort,  not  above  three,   or  feven, 
or  ten  Days  at  moll,    and   the  Method 
of  their  Proceedings  different  from  the 

prefent^ 
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prefent,  as  may  be  feen  by  confulting 
the  Records  of  thofe  Times,  or  may  be 
collected  from  a  Piece  lately  publiflied, 
entitled,  J  Difcourfe  concermng  Jreafons 
And  Bills  cf  Attdnder^  P*  72. 

"  I  SHALL  {late  the  Difference  of  the 
"  Method  which  was  formerly  ufed  in 
"  the  making  A£Is  of  Parliament  from 
"  that  which  is  now  in  ufe  ;  anciently 
"  a  Bill,  in  the  Nature  of  a  Petition  was 
"  delivered  to  the  Commons,  and  by 
*'  them  fent  up  to  the  Lords,  and  there 
"  it  was  immediately  entered  upon  the 
*'  Lords  Rolls,  where  the  Royal  AlTent 
**  was  entered  alfo.  And  upon  this,  as 
"  a  Ground-work,  the  Judges  ufed,  at 
"  the  end  of  the  Parliament,  to  draw  up 
"  the  Subflance  of  the  Petition  and  An- 
^'  fwer  into  the  Form  of  a  Statute,  which 
"  was  afterwards  entered  upon  the  Rolls, 
''  called  the  Statute-Rolls,  which  were 
"  diflin6l  Rolls  from  thofe  called  the 
"  Lords  Rolls,  or  Parliament-Rolls  : 
''  upon  the  Statute-Rolls,  neither  the 
"  Bill  nor  Petition  from  the  Commons, 
^'  nor  Anfwer  from  the  Lords,  nor  Roy- 
*'  al  Aflent  were  entered,  but  only  the 
"  Statute  as  it  was  modell'd  and  drawn 
"  up  by  the  Judges.  This  was  the  Method 
*'  till  about  Hmry  the  Vth's  Tiqie,  when 

"  it 
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*'  it  was  dcfired,  that  the  A6ls  might 
*'  be  drawn  by  tlie  Judges  before  the 
"  RiOng  of  the  Parliament,  which  was 
"  occafioned  by  reafon  of  a  Complaint 
**  then  made,  That  the  Statutes  were 
"  not  fairly  drawn  after  the  Parliament 
*'  was  diflblvedor  prorogued.  Jn  Henry 
**  the  Vlth's  Time  this  Method  was  al- 
"  tered,  and  Bills,  in  the  Form  of  an 
"  A'^  of  Parliament,  were  brought  into 
"  the  Houfe  ;  upon  which  Bill,  if  the 
"  Commons  approved  it,  was  written, 
"  Soil  baile  al  Seigneurs  ;  when  it  came 
*'  into  the  Houfe  of  Lords,  they  wrote 
"  upon  it,  Soit  baHe  d  Roy  ;  upon  wh  ch 
"  was  afterwards  entered  the  King's  Af- 
"  fent  in  thefe  Terms,  Le  Roy  k  Foelt ; 
"  and  this  is  the  Method  ufed  r  this 
"  Day. 

I  HAVE  obferved  in  my  former,  That 
in  the  Time  of  Henry  VII.  when  by  an 
Acceffion  of  the  Lands  into  the  Com- 
mons,  they  became  more  confiderable 
than  ever  before,  fuch  a  Right  of  Par- 
liaments being  chofen  Annually,  was 
not  then,  nor  has  not  been  at  any  Time 
jfince  claimed,  infilled  upon,  orpradifed  ; 
though  the  Right  of  Parliaments  fitting 
Annually  has,  on  feveral  Occafions,  and 
in  different  Reigns  been  always  claimed 

and 
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and  infifted  upon  as  a  Fundamental  Part 
of  our  Conftitution  ;  and  'tis  moft  cer- 
tain, the  Triennial  A3:  of  1640  was  not 
made,  That  a  new  Parliament  fhould 
be  chofen  every  Three  Years,  (as  may 
be  judged  by  what  the  fame  Men  did 
afterwards,  in  making  a  Law  which 
gave  that  Houfe  of  Commons  Power  to 
Sit  till  they  were  dillblved  by  Ad:  of 
Parliament)  but  for  preventing  the  In- 
conveniences hapning  by  the  long  inter- 
mifhon  of  Parliament,  (which  had  been 
for  Twelve  Years  before)  ;  for  in  that 
Law  it  was  not  only  enafted,  That  if 
any  Parliament  by  Prorogation  or  Ad- 
journment, fhould  be  difcontinued  above 
Three  Years,  it  was  ipfofa^o  difTolved  ; 
but  takes  effe£lual  Care  that  a  new  One 
fhall  be  called,  and  Sit  in  fpight  of  all 
Oppofition  from  the  Court. 

That  one  and  the  fame  Parliaments 
were  continued  much  longer  than  Three 
Years  in  many  Reigns,  particularly  in 
the  Reigns  of  He»rj/  VIIL  E^^ivard  VI. 
(Jiieen  Elizubeth^  and  King  [jdrnes  I.  is 
paft  Difpute,  and  was  never  Matter  of 
Debate  till  the  Reign  of  King  Cfurles  IT. 
when  it  muft  be  owned,  great  Com- 
plaint was  made  of  his  keeping  the  fame 
Parliament  17  Years. 

But 
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But,  Sir,  this  Parliament  (tlio'  noto- 
rioiidy  devoted  to  the  Court)  in  all  Mat- 
ters of  Concern  and  Confequence  to  the 
Laws  of  their  Country,  arid  the  Liberties 
of  Europe^  were  not  to  be  byafs'd  by  it^ 
but  appeared,  where  the  Meafures  of  the 
King  and  his  Minilkrs  were  deftruftive 
to  the  Intereft  of  their  Country,  and  ad- 
vancing the  Greatnefs  of  France^  much 
more  Patriots  and  honeft  Reprefentatives 
of  the  People,  than  the  Men  who  were 
prevailed  on  to  Vote  a  Peace  with  France 
before  they  knew  the  Terms  of  it  to  be 
Safe,  Honourable  and  Advantagious, 
much  lefs  to  Vote  it  fo  after  they  knew 
it,  or  it  was  made  Publick.  This  you 
may  fee  by  reading  Mr.  MarvePs  Ac- 
count of  the  Growth  of  Popery  and  Ar- 
bitrary Government  in  EngUnd. ;  or  cori- 
fulting  that  Reign  in  theHiftory  a^  Eng- 
land,  where  it  is  faid,  That  notwith- 
ftanding  the  greateft  Number  of  this 
Parliament  were  Penfioners  to  the  Court, 
yet  they  ended  or  were  difiblved  with 
Honour  to  themfelves.  Many  Reafons, 
(fays  the  Hiftorian)  were  made  on  the 
prime  Reafon  of  their  Diifolution,  fome 
refolv'd  it  into  the  Commitment  and  Im= 
peachment  of  the  firft  Minilier,the  then 
Lord  Treafuref ;    but  Sir  William  Temple 

■     is 
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is  pafitive,  That  the  Treafurer  was  be" 
fore  fallen  irrto  Drfpleafure  for  bringing 
the  Popifh  Plot  into  ParHament  ;  others 
think,  it  was  rather  done  upon  Account 
of  proteding  the  Popifh  Lords  in  the 
Tower,  and  diverting,  if  pofTible,  the 
Noife  of  the  PopiOi  Plot ;  but  undoubt- 
edly the  greateit  Reafon  was  to  cover 
the  Duke  of  York  from  the  Refcntment 
of  the  Commons,  and  the  general  Indig- 
nation of  the  People. 

Tho'  great  Sums  of  Money  had  beer* 
Annually  paid  thcfe  Men,  as  was  own- 
ed in  the  next  Parliament,  by  a  Gentle- 
man thro'  whcfe  Hands  much  Money 
pafled,'  yet  we  find  tlie  firft  Thing  they 
did,  was  on  their  Meeting  Juij  \6.  1677. 
Rejolved^  Nemine  Contradicente,  tha^ 
upon  zhfi  Evidefice  that  has  appeared  to  this 
Houfe^  this  Houfe  is  of  Opi/^io^,  that  there 
is  a-^d  hath  hem  a  dAmnahle  Plot  contrived 
and  carried  on  hy  PopifJj  Recufatits^  for  of- 
faffyaating  and  murthering  the  I'^jng^  for 
fuhverting  the  Gozsrnn'ient^  and  rooting  out 
and  dejlroying  the  Protejlant  Religion  ;  and 
in  a  few  Days  palled  a  Billjn|vhich  with 
fome  difficulty  was  agree(r'to  by  the 
Lords,  and  with  fome  relu£lancy  paiTcd 
by  KingCharies  IL  into  an  A8:,  *  tor  the 
*  more  effedual  preferving  the  King's  Per- 

C  *  fon 
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^  fon  and  Government,  by  difabling  Pa- 
'  pifts  from  fitting  in  either  Houfe  of  Par- 

*  liament. 

It  Is  to  this  Parliament  we  owe  the 
Haheas  Corpus  Ad:  ^  the  taking  away  the 
Writ  De  H^retico  Comburendo  ;  the  abo- 
lifhing  the  High  Commiflion  Court,  and 
many  other  excellent  Laws  for  the  Se- 
curity of  onr  Ecclefiaftical  as  well  as  Ci- 
vil Liberties,  for  the  Prefervation  of  our 
Trade,  and  the  Encouragement  of  the 
Navigation  of  the  Kingdom. 

It  was  this  Parliament  that  declared 
a  Trade  with  France  detrimental  and 
ruinous  to  England ;  that  made  the  A6\ 
of  Navigation  ;  that  addrefs'd  King 
Charles  II.  fo  often  on  the  prefervation 
of  FLwders  ;  and  that  he  would  joyn 
with  other  Potentates  to  prevent  the 
growing  Grearnefs  of  France. 

Upon  the  Reftoration  of  King  Charles 
IL  there  were  many  Commotions  or  Ri- 
fmgs  in  England  and  Scotland^  and  we 
find  him  iAis  Speech  March  21.  i66j. 
thus  expremng  himfelf : 

■    *  You  may  judge  by  the  late  Treafon 

*  in  the  North,  for  which  fo  many  have 

'  fuf- 
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fuffer'd,  &c.  You  will  wonder,  (but  I 
tell  you  true)  they  are  even  in  thefe 
Parts,  and  at  this  Time,  when  they 
fee  their  Friends  under  Trial  and  Ex- 
ecution, ftill  purfuing  the  fame  Con- 
fultations;  and  it  is  evident,  they  have 
Correfpondence  with  defperate  Perfons 
in  moft  Counties,  and  a  ftanding  Coun- 
cil in  this  Town  from  which  they  re- 
ceive their  Directions,  and  by  whom 
they  were  advifed  to  defer  their  laft 
intended  Infurreftion,  but  thofe  Orders 
ferved  only  to  diftra^  them,  and  came 
too  late  to  prevent  their  Deftruction  ; 
I  know  more  of  their  Intrigues  than 
they  think  I  do,  and  hope  fhall  fliort- 
ly  difcover  the  Bottom  ;  in  the  mean 
time,  I  pray,  Jet  us  all  be  as  watchful 
to  prevent,  as  they  to  contrive  their 
Mifchief. 

A-iHj  then  tells  them,  the  Expedati- 
ons  his  Enemies  were  in  from  thje  Dif- 
folution  of  that  Parliament,  and  the  Ad- 
vantages they  propofed  to  themfelves  by 
the  Ferment  of  an  Ele£lion,  which  they 
believed  muft  enfuc  from  the  Triennial 
Ad:,  which  he  recommends  them  to 
Read  and  do  with  as  they  fhall  think  fit : 
but  for  his  part,  he  did  not  think  he  was 
obliged  to  call  a  new  one^  if  he  was, 
he  fiiould  at  that  time  avoid  it.  The 
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The  Houfe  of  Commons  took  it  into 
Confideration,  and  palled  a  Bill  to  repeal 
that  Act,  and  eitabliih  a  better  Expedi- 
ent for  holding  Par! iainenrs  once  in  Three 
Years  at  leail  ;  and  at  the  paffing  th  s 
Ai^,  his  Majefly  gave  thena  Thanks  *  for 

*  their  ready  concurring  in  a  Matter  fo 
^  advantagious  to  the  Nation,  and  for  the 
^  anniilhng  a  former  Law  fo  prejudicial 

*  to  the  Love  and  Union  between  King 

*  and  People,  and  founded  on  a  fatal  Sup- 
^  pofition,   That  the  Crown  was  jealous 

*  of  Parliaments,  or  Parliaments  jealous  of 

*  the  Crown, 

In  the  Act  of  the  i6th  of  K.  Charles 
JI.  which  repeals  that  of  the  i6tb  of 
King  Charles  I.  it  is  declared,  '  That  it 

*  is  in  derogation  to  his  Majefty's  juft 

*  Right  and  Prerogative  inherent  to  the 
*•  Imperial  Crown  of  this  Realm,  for  the 

*  Calling  and  Affembling  of  Parliaments, 

*  and  may  be  an  occafion  of  manifold 
^  Mifchiefs  and  Inconveniencies,  and 
^  nritich  endanger  the  Peace  and  Safety  of 
'"  his  Majefty  and  all  his  Liege  People. 

About  a  Year  after  this  Parliament 
was  diiTolved,  we  find  King  Charles  thp 
Second  called  another,  which  being  dif- 

agreeable 
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agreeable  to  the  Court,  was  difToIved 
after  the  firfl:  SelTion,  and  fucceeded  by 
another  in  the  following  Year ;  which 
being  no  more  tradable  than  the  fore- 
going  one,  was  likewife  diffolved.  This 
was  toUowed  by  the  oxford  Parliarnent, 
which  was  but  of  feven  Days  continu- 
ance, and  no  other  was  called  that  Reign. 
K\ngJ^mei  the  Second,  upon  his  coming 
to  the  Throne  call'd  a  Parliament,  but 
not  being  able  to  bring  them  into  his 
Meafures,  he  let  them  Sit  but  one  Sef- 
fion,  and  made  no  further  Ufc  of  Par^ 
liaments. 

The  Sitting  of  Parliaments  being  fo 
very  precarious,  tho  at  the  fame  Time  fo 
neceffary  to  theWelfare  of  the  Kingdom, 
in  the  Sixth  of  King  ]VilliAm2LnA  Queen 
Mary^  was  paffed  the  Ad  for  Triennial 
Pariiamtnts,  which  confifts  of  two  Parts ; 
the  fir  ft  is,  Tb^t  a  Parliament  jhould  be 
held  once  at  leajl  in  Three  7  ears ;  the  la  It, 
That  no  Parlia?mnt  J/jall  continue  ahcve 
Three  Tears. 

T(s  only  the  laft  Claufe  is  repealed 
by  the  Bill,  has  paiTed  the  Lords,  and  is 
now  depending  with  the  Commons  •  and 
as  far  back  as  we  have  any  Records,  wc 
prefervcd  our  Liberties  without  any 
ii]ch  Law.  I 
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I  FIND  it  fa  id  in  a  Piece  I  fhall  have 
occafion  to  mention,  r/;4^  the  dcftgnoj  this 
Law  ivas,  that  a  KJ»g  of  England  fljould 
not  be  without  a  Parliament^  aptd  that  one 
and  the"  fame  Parliament  fljould  have  a 
Term  fixed,  hey  on  d  which  it  fjould  not  be 
in  the  Poiver  of  the  Prince  to  continue  it  ; 
and  in  both  thefe  reflects  the  Act  will  be 
left  as  it  was  :  all  the  difference  is,  That 
the  Parliament  then  in  being,  thought  Three 
Tears  the  proper  Term  ;  Experience  hath 
affured  us  of  a  Multitude  of  evil  Proceed  - 
tngs,  from  fo  quick  a  Return  of  Elections^ 
and  therefore  in  that  part  of  the  Act,  and 
that  only,  is  the  alteration,  in  order  to  re* 
med)  or  abate  thoje  Evils,  without  bringing 
tn  greater.  In  fine,  no  Alteration  is  made 
?.s  to  the  frequency  of  holding  Parlia- 
ments, but  only  to  the  frequency  of  their 
Eleftions.  The  Houie  of  Commons  will 
lit  as  often  as  they  did  before  ;  notwith- 
flanding  this  Alteration,  may  be  dif- 
folved  at  any  Time  within  the  Seven 
Years,  if  his  Majefty  pleafes,  and  can 
Sit  no  longer  than  Seven  Years,  if  they 
are  continued  to  their  \t.Y^  utmoft 
Period. 

Thus,  Sir,  have  I  fhewn  you  under 
this  Head,    that  Parliaments  have  not 

been 


beenchofen  Annually,  as  far  back  as  Wc 
have  any  tolerable  Records ;  and  that 
our  Religion  has  not  been  endanger'd 
by  the  long  Continuance  of  one  and  the 
fame  Parliament,  but  for  want  of  Par- 
liaments to  meet  and  Sit  to  do  Bufinefs ; 
that  the  long  Parliament  were  more  un- 
courtly,  and  in  the  Interefl:  of  their 
Country  in  the  Continuance  and  latter 
end  of  their  Sitting,  than  at  firft.  And  con- 
fequently,  '  That  the  People's  choofing 
'  their  Reprefentatives  in  Parliament,  as 

*  appointed  by  the  Triennal  Ad,  is  not  a 

*  Fundamental  Part  of  our  ancient  Con- 
'  ftitution  ;  nor  will  the  Repeal  of  it  be 
'  dangerous  to  their  Liberty. 

Fourthly,  As  to  the  Co'afequences  of 
making  fuch  a.  Precedent^  befides  what  I 
may  have  anfwer'd  to  it,  I  recommend 
to  you  the  following  Paragraph  tran- 
fcrib'd  from  a  Piece,  Entitled,  Argu- 
ments  about  the  Alteration  of  the  Trtemiid 
Elections  of  Parliament, 

'  The  moft  powerful  objection  of  all, 
is,  that  the  Alteration  now  deilgn'd, 
may  make  it  much  more  likely,  that 
under  a  Bad  Prince^  fome  Time  or  o- 
ther.  Arbitrary  Power  may  be  brought 
in.     For  the  prefent,   I  am  fure,  we 

.    '  have 


*have  nothing  to  fear.     We  have  now 

*  a  Kjng  upon  the  Throne^  whofe  Soul  is 
'  fafliioned  to  Right  and  ^ttjiice^  and 
'  whole  great  Enquiry  upon  all  Occa- 
'  (ions  is,  What  our  Conltitution,    and 

*  what  our  Laws  require  of  Him.  We 
'  have  a  Frujce,    in  View,   to    fucceed 

*  Him,  whofe  Native  HoNOur  and  Inte^ 
^ gritj^  guard  Him  againft  all  Sufpicion* 
'  But,  I  grant,  this  may  not  always  be 
'  our  Happinefs,  either  in  Pofftffton^  or  in 
'  Pro/pea.     And  therefore  if  this  jillega* 

*  tioii  could  be  proved,!  fhould  be  moved 
^  another   way   than  f  am  at  prefent  ; 

*  There  will  be  more  Ttme^  I  acknow-« 

*  ledge,  in  any  one  particular  ParliAme/it^ 

*  for  Attempts  to  be  made  that  way.  Bur, 
*as  I  think,  not  at  all  more  likely  to-) 
^  fucceed.  On  the  contrary,  there  is 
'  more  likelihood,  that  Gentlemen  fh.ould 
'  by  degrees,  become  even  ready  to  pare 
'  with  a  Conltitucion,   for  which  there 

*  mufi:  be  fuch  Contention  by  Briber)\  and 
'  all  the  Jrti  of  Iniquity,  every  Three 
^Tearsy  than  if  it  were  otherwife.    And 

*  then  again,  fuppofing  a  Parliament 
'  chofen  for  'Lhree  Tears  only  ;  a   Pn;ice 

*  refolutely  bent  upon  doing  it  in  a  Par-^ 
'  liamentarj  way,     prepared  with  Trea- 

*  fures  and   Favours,  m;ght  make   fuch 

*  Attempts,  bsfore  th^t'lerm  be  expired, 

*  that 
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that  none  could  refill:,  who  xvould  not  as 
certainly  go  on  farther  in  their  Integri,ty., 
One  may  venture  to  affirm,  that  a  P^r/^?- 
ment  which  keeps  its  Integrity  for  Three 
Tears^  Will  difcourage  the  making  any  fuch 
Attempts  for  the  remaining  Four.  And  to 
give  an  Inftance,  if  I  remember  right,  the 
tarliament  which  gave  up  the  Liiertus  of 
Srvederf^  gave  that  Fatal  Stroke  within  the 
Term  of  ^  Tears.  Whenever  a  Court  can  be 
be  bad  enough  for  fuch  a  Defign,  they  will 
firft  take  care,  at  the  Time  of  Election,  to 
fet  up  Perfons  capable  of  the  fame  bad  De- 
fign. And  then  there  is  no  difference  be- 
tween Three  or  Seven  Tears.  Only  here 
remember  wliat  I  have  before  obferv'd  to 
you,  that  the  quick  Returns  of  Triennial 
Elections^  tend  much  more  to  that  Corrup- 
tion.^ Bribery^  DifTolutenefs  of  Manners,  as 
well  as  Party- Reve/joe.)  which  gave  way  to 
the  Lofs  of  Liberty,  than  the  /on^er  Term 
now  propofed  can  do.  One  might  appeal 
to  any  who  know  the  World,  whether  it 
be  not  more  probable  (as  I  have  urged 
already)  that  the  Elected  Gefitlemen  them- 
felves,  impovcrifli'd  by  fo  frequent  Re^ 
turns  of  their  sreat  Charoes.  will  be  in- 
clincd  to  liften  to  the  Oiier  made  them, 
with  fo  pernicious  a  View,  than  if  the 
Returns  were  not  fo  frequent ;  and  be* 
fides  this,  whether  the  Inftuence  that  way, 
D  '  from 
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from  the  powerful  Motive  of  Pariy'Re- 
venge^  will  not  have  vaftly  more  weight 
when  it  is  roufed  and  irritated,  and  feton 
Fire  by  fo  quick  Returns  of  iontention^  than 
if  it  were  otherwife.  And  what  is  of 
great  Moment,  in  my  Opinion,  fince  it 
is  plain  that  every  Inflance  of  Wicked- 
nefs  and  DiviHon,  tending  to  Deftructi- 
on,  is  fo  heightened  and  inflamed  by  the 
quick  Returns  of  Elections  ;  there  muft  be 
much  greater  Encouragement  to  a  foreign 
Emmy^  to  interpofe  with  his  Money,  to 
purchafe  our  Ruin,  in  a  Triennial  Choice, 
than  in  a  Sepennid,  Efpecially  now,  be- 
fore we  are  well  fettled  upon  that  Bottom 
which  is  the  only  Foundation  of  our  Hap- 
pinefs.  It  is  well  known,  how  far  the 
Neighbouring  Powers  intermeddle  in  the 
Elections  of  PoUnd  and  Germany^  and  with 
how  much  Succefs  they  fend  their  Agents 
and  FaQors  to  tlieni  \  and  what  an  Abufe 
of  Liberty  tins  Corruption  has  introduced 
in  thofe  Countries,  all  the  World  can  te- 
Itifle  :  Nor  can  Vi^e  think  the  Election  of  a 
Britiih  Parlian-.ent,  fo  very  indifferent  a 
Thin^  to  fome  Neighbouring  Powers,  e- 
fpeciailv  at  certain  Junclures  that  they 
fliould  think  One  or  Tv.'o  Hundred  Thou- 
laiid  Pounds  mifapplied,  in  purchafing 
Votes  to  iheir  iViind.  And  I  can  fay,  that 
this  lb  no  whimhcdl  Suppofition,  b^caufe 

'  I 
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'  I  have  my  felf  feen  an  Intercepted  Letter^ 
'  juft  before  the  laft  Election^  by  a  Friend 

*  to  the  Freterider^  who  had  taken  the  Oath( 
'  to  King  George,   plainly  hinting  both, 

*  that  fuch  a  thing  was  then  expected  from 

*  the  K.  of  Fra^ce^  and  that  he  did  not  doubt 

*  the  Succefso^  it.  I  think  this  alone  is  e- 
'  nough  to  allarm  any  true  Lover  of  his 
'  Country,  in  the  piefenc  Situation  of  our 
'  Affairs,  and  of  thofe  of  all  Europe. 

Fifthly,  As  to  my  thinkiyjg^  it  would  have 
been  of  dangerous  i^onfec^uence  to  have  had  a 
late  Parliament  continued  :  I  fhall  only  fay 
that  you  will  allow,  I  am  Jull:  ;in  my 
Thoughts,  and  that  there  is  no  Parallel  to 
be  made  between  continuing  that  and  this 
Parliament,  when  you  fhal!  read  this  Paf- 
fage  taken  from  the  Piece  juii  mentioned  : 

*  T  H  E  R  E  is  one  more  Objfction^  I  hear, 
'  is  often  urged,  That  )Ye  fliould  have  fe- 
'  verely  blamed  fuch  a  Defign  in  the  late 
'  Adminifl/'ation ;  nay,  that  great  Horror 
'  was  exprefs'd  at  the  very  fuppofition  of 

*  the  Thing,  at  that  Time;  I  grant  this, 

*  and  that  the  Horror  was  )ufl:  and  reafon- 

*  able.  But  upon  what  was  this  founded? 
'  not  upontheUnlawfulnefsof  the  Thing  it 
'  felf,  not  upon  the  Impofhbility  of  ics  ever 
'  being  fit  to  be  done  \  but  upon  a  too  wcll- 
'  grounded  AlTurance,  that  ihey  who  were 

D  2  *  then 
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then  inPovvt:r  muft  have  meant  it,  when- 
ever they  did  it,    for    the  fame  end   to 
which  their  other  Acts  tended,   and  that 
was,   the  utter   Ruin  of  the  Grand- Alii* 
a.nce^    and  of  all  the   Hopes  of  our  beft 
Friends  Abroad,  and  the  infpiring  full  Vi- 
gour into  the  Caufe  of  Frafjce  and  the  Pre* 
tender.     This  was  the  Ground  of  all  juft 
Dread  upon  that  Head.     Had  it  not  been 
fo,  that  they  had  defign'd  itmanifefliy  for 
the  firmer  Security  of  the  Protejlant  Sue- 
cejjion  heie,  and  the  greater  Support  of  tiie 
Gyaffd  Alliance  abroad,    no   true   Britain 
could  have  had  ground  of  Complaint,  but 
muft  have  acknowledg'd,  if  it  tended,  and 
was  neceHary  to  fo  good  Ends,  that  it  was 
not  only  lawful,  but  highly  praife- worthy. 
An  Inftance  parallel  to  it  may  quite  take 
off  the  Edge  of    this    Objection.     What 
honed  Mind  would  not  have  been  filled 
with  Vneafinefs  and  Terror^  fuppofing  T^hey 
had  then  attempted  to  fufpend  the  Habeas 
Corpus  Act^    by  which  they  might  have 

*  confined  all  Men  of  great  Capacity  and 
"  Influence,  whom  they  knew  to  be  averfe 

*  to  their  Proceedings,  in  favour  of  France? 

*  But  would  th's  have  been  any  Argument, 

*  why  the  Friends  of  K.  George  fhould  not 

*  have  fecured  him  and  the  Nation  by  fuch 

*  a  Sufpenilon^  when  made  neceffary  by  the 

*  Treafonable  Fradlices  of  his  avowed  Ene- 

mies 


[  ^-9  ] 

mies  ?  Or  bccaufe  we  blame  a  thing,  law- 
ful  in  it  ieif,  when  we  fee  it  defigned  for 
our  Rum  ;  therefore,  muft  we  be  averfc 
to  a  lawi'ul  Thing,  deflgn'd,  and  tending 
to  our  Prefervatwn .«?  This  is  the  whole 
Strength  of  that  objecfion^  which  yet,  I 
believe,  weighs  with  many,  for  want  of 
confidering  it. 

*  A  s  for  the  Ute  Minifiers^  I  verily  be- 
lieve they  defigned  no  fuch  Thing.  And 
my  Reafon  tor  believing  fo  is,  that  they 
did  not  at  all  want  it ;  nay,  that  it  would 
have  done  them  more  Hurt  than  Good. 
Their  Defigns  were  fuch  as  were  to  be 
manag'd  folely  by  Artifice.  The  great  En- 
gines they  made  ufe  of  for  keepmg  up  a 
Spirit  againrt  all  Truth  and  Right,  were 
thofe  very  Mobbs,  Riots  and  Tumults  which 
alone  could  keep  a  Multitude  in  fuch  a 
Ferment,  as  to  make  them  admire,  and 
prefs  for  their  own  Ruin.  They  thought 
it  their  Intereft  to  govern  by  the  Pafjlom 
of  the  Crowd  :  And  were  very  peculiarly 
dexterous  in  the  Management  of  them. 
They  were  pofiefs'd  of  the  full  Cry  and 
Noife  of  the  Nation,  and  likely,  in  all  pro- 
babihty  fo  to  continue  :  This  was  a  much 
furer  Hold  to  'them  and  to  thetr  Defigns, 
than  the  Continuance  of  Om  and  the  fame 
ParUameht :  And  therefore  they  never  at- 

*  tempted 
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tempted  it.  But  certainly,  as  that  fame 
Spirit,  which  was  then  raifed  for  the  Ser- 
vice of  the  Pretender^  made  it  unmcejfary 
for  them  ;  fo,  it  being  iUll  alive,  and  full 
of  evil  Influences  upon  our  Happinefs,  this 
makes  it  highly  prudent  in  Others^  to  do 
that  in  order  to  fupprefs  and  extirpate  it, 
which  T'hey  in  their  Wifdom  would  not 
do,  for  fear  of  quieting  what  they  expell- 
ed Benefit  from.  T'heir  Security  confifted 
in  keeping  up  that  vile  Spirit  to  the  height. 
It  is  the  Security  to  the  Kj?^g  and  his  Go- 
vernment, to  have  a  flop  put  to  it,  and 
to  remove  every  Opportunity  that  may 
give  Fuel  and  Encouragement  to  it,  as  far 
as  is  confiftent  with  the  Conftitution  and 
Liberties  of  the  Nation. 


Sixthly^  A  s  to  the  DnpopuUrity  of  it^  and 
the  Clamour  the  Repealing  this  Law  mil  raife  all 
over  the  KJngdom^  and,  weaken  the  Whig  Inte- 
refi.  I  have  in  my  former  taken  Notice, 
That  in  Time  it  will  be  fully,  particularly 
and  generally  known,  that  what  was  fo  long 
ago  fuggeded  by  the  Whigs  of  the  Tory 
Scheme,  has  proved  true  in  every  Inftance ; 
and  not  any  thing  that  has  been  fuggefted 
by  the  Tones  of  the  Whigs^  but  has  appear- 
ed falfe  and  groundlefs ;  and  that  the  Stories 
and  Calumnies  fo  induftrioufly  fpread,  were 
not  only  to  alienate  the  Atfcdions  of   the 

people 
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People  from  his  Majefty,  but  to  diftracl  the 
Minds  of  Men  from  feeing  or  improving  the 
glorious  view  of  Publick  Happinefs,  which 
God  had  wonderfully  placed  before  our  Eyes, 
and  confequently  make  way  for  the  Preten- 
der, Popery  and  Arbitrary  Power.  And 
that  by  the  Continuance  of  this  Parliament 
we  may  reafonably  hope,  that  the  Laby- 
rinth of  Iniquity,  which  has  been  fo  long 
difguifed  by  its  perplex'd  and  different 
Mazes,  fhall  in  a  Train  of  Inquiry  be  laid 
open,  and  the  pernicious  Steps  and  Confe- 
quences  of  it  made  fo  evident,  that  the  Peo- 
ple fhall  wonder  how  they  could  be  folong 
bewilder'd  in  it ;  fliall,  before  the  end  of 
fuch  Prolongation,  fenfibly  diftmguifh  the 
falfe  Colourings  that  artful  xVIen  have  call 
on  their  own  and  others  Actions ;  abomi- 
nate and  deteft  thofe  who  deceitfully  fo- 
mented the  Prejudices  and  miftaken  Noti- 
ons of  their  ignorant  Countrymen,  to  ad- 
vance themfelvesby  the  DeftruQ:ion  of  the 
Nation  ;  and  efpoufe  them  who  have  by 
iuch  juft  and  neceffary  Meafures,  am  id  It 
the  greateft  Dangers  and  Difficulties,  pre- 
ferved  and  fecured  to  the  Subjeft,  the  va- 
luable BlefTings  of  Religion  and  Liberty, 
raifed  the  Credit  and  Reputation  of  the 
Nation,  retrieved  our  Trade  and  Com- 
merce, and  in  every  Inftance  afted  for  the 
true  Intereft  of  their  Country  :  But  the  fol- 
lowing 
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lowing Paffages  are  fo  juft  and  finely  touch- ^ 
ed,  that  I  fhould  be  unpardonable  not  to 
give  them. 

*  It  will  wholly  depend  on  the  Parlia- 
ment it  felF,  to  render  this  Proceeding  Po- 
pular, or  Unpopular,  by  the  right  or 
wrong  Ule  they  fliall  make  of  the  Prolon- 
gation thereby  accruing  to  themfelves.  If 
their  after-behaviour  fhould  be  fuch,  as  to 
fhew  they  had  no  wifer  nor  more  gene- 
rous View  in  making  this  Alteration,  than 
merely  to  fave  themfelves  the  hazard, 
trouble  and  expence-  of  a  New  Election, 
they  mufi:,  no  doubt,  be  content  to  reap  the 
Rewards  of  their  Selfiflinefs,  by  forfeiting 
all  Title  to  the  future  good  Will  of  their 
Electors.  But  if  their  Zeal  and  Induftry 
for  promoting  the  Eafe  and  Safety  of  the 
Nation,  fhali  appear  to  rife  in  proportion 
to  the  Time  allowed  them  for  accomplifh- 
ing  the  great  Work  they  have  begun,  the 
£»^  will  fufRciently  commend  the  Means-, 
and  the  Advantages  arifing  to  the  whole 
Kingdom  from  this  Change,  will  eafily  re- 
concile it  to  all  fuch,  with  whom  a  good 
Man  ought  ever  to  wiflito  maintain  the 
Character  of  Popularity,  in  order  to  be 
po[fuUr  with  the  li.wg's  Enemies,  the  firfi: 
Step  he  muft  take,  muft  be  to  lay  down 
his  Crown  \  and  if  his  Minijhrs  be  refolved 

'  to 
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*  to  be  moved  by  CUtkouys^  tlicy  rnuft  re- 
'  (Ign  their  Pojls^  and  yield  up  all  Power  to 

*  thofe  who  wifh  to  dellroy  them.  The  on- 
My  Confideration  is,  whether  the  Nation's 

*  Affairs  require  a  Thing  to  be  done :  When 
'  that  is  fixed,  Popul-ir  or  V^popi/Ur,  CU" 
*"  mours  Qv  no  Clamours ,  ought  not  to  affe£l 
'  any  farther,  than  about  the  mar/ner  of  do- 

*  inp,  it.  Every  Thing  that  touches  parti- 
'  ticiilar  Men's  Purfes,    or  retrenches  from 

*  their  Luxury,  will  generally  be  Vnpopu- 
'  Ur  with  thofe  Men  :  But  a  httle  Time 
^  mi^kes  fuch  Things  eafy,'  when  the  Pt^h^ 

*  Ifck  finds  it's  Advantage  in  it,    and  Men's 

*  PalTions  have  had  Time  to  cool. 

*  All  Reafons  founded  upon  Party  only, 
'fc  pa  rate  from  the  good  of  the  Publick,  are 
'  fuch  as  ought  not  to  weigh  with  any  one ; 

*  whenever  Things  are    carried  to  fuch  a 

*  heighth,  as  to  be  looked  upon  as  Good  or 

*  Bad,  only  becaufe  done  by  fuch  a  Party  a 
'  Man  is  engag'd  in,  'tis  p'ain,  the  Pub- 
'  lick  muft  be  negleOcd,  and  the  Affairs  of 

*  a  Nation  muft,  in  Procefs  of  Time,  be 
'  fubverted.     Is   not  the  Triennial    Bill  a 

*  mifchievous  Bill  in  its  F.ffeds  and  in  its 

*  Confequences  to  the  Nation?  Does  it  not 
^  breed  immortal  Feuds  amongft  us?  Is  it. 
'  not  the  Bane  of  our  inland  Trade?  Does 

*  not  every  Body  bat  fuch  as  make  a  Trade 

F  '  of 
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of  it,  complain  of   it  ?    Thefe   feem  to 
me,  to  be  the  Qiieftions  to  be  refolved, 
and  not  whether  it  be  of  Service  to  a  Par- 
ticular Caufe.     [  grant,  the  Caufe  of  the 
Nation  ftcms  to  Stand  or  Fall  with   the 
Whigs  ;   that  they  alone  Can   and  Will 
fecure  the  Nation  from  the  Prete;jder^  and 
the  Confequence  of  him,    Popery,    Sla- 
very,   and   Beggary.     But   then,    if  any 
thing,  this  Sufpenfion  fecures  the  Govern- 
ment in  the  Hands  of  Whigs,  and  makes 
them  lieddy  to  its  Intereft  ;   if  any  are 
difgufled,  'twill  look  as  if  they  adled  up- 
on Principles  of  Self-Intereft-,  in  oppofi- 
tion  to  the  Publick  Good.     Could  I  be 
but  fecure  of  my  Liberty  and  Property,  of 
mv  Religion  and  my  Peace,  I  think  it  not 
worth  contending  for,  who  iliall  be  Knight 
of  the  Shire  I  live  in,  or  Burgefs  of  our 
Corporation.      What  is  it  to  any  Man, 
who  defjrcs  only  to  enioy  and  preferve 
the  BeneHt  of  a  'ixxQ  Nation,  of  the  Laws, 
and  of  the  Church,  whether  this  or  that 
particular  Perfon  be  in  the  Houle,  fup- 
pofmg  each  of  their  Piinciples  be  fuch  as 
tend  apparently  to  preferve  our  State.     Is 
any  one  the  more  tree,  cr  has  he  a  lurer 
Title   to  liis  Freehold  ?   It   will  always 
therefore  be  reputed  Party,  not  Principle  ; 
Prejudice,  not  Truth  ;  By-ends,  not  Judg- 
ment;  Interelr,  not  Honefty  ;  to  oppoie 

'  the 
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the  Meafares  of  fuch  as  honourably  en- 
deavour at  the  Settlement  of  the  Nation, 
unlefs  you  can  fliew  the  Unreafonablenefs^ 
or  the  Unfltnefs  of  the  Me^ns  to  attain 
the  End  propofed,  or  the  Evil  to,  or  De- 
Ihuciion  of  the  Pubhck  Welfare. 

I  AM  favoured,  whilft:  Writing,  with  a 
Sight  of  the  Bill  in  Qu-ftion,  which  is  as 
follows : 

WHEREAS  in  and  by  an 
'  Ad  of  Parliament  made 
in  the  Sixth  Year  of  the  Reign  of 
their  late  Ma  jetties  King  JVilliam 
.and  Queen  Mary^  (of  ever  bleffed 
Memory)  entitled,  An  Acl  for  the 
frequent  Meeting  and  Call  trig  of  \Par- 
liiwients^  it  was  among  other  Things 
enacted,  That  from  tbenceforth  no 
^Parlumient  "isohatjocver  that  Jhoidd  at 
any  Ttrnc  then  after  be  called^  ajjem- 
blcd  or  held^  Jhould  have  any  Conti^ 
nuance  longer  than  for  Three  Tears 
only  at  the  farthefl^  to  be  accounted 
from  the  ^Day  on  ^juhich  by  the  Writ 

E   2  'of 
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^  of  Summ(r,is  the  find  TarUammt 
^  J  hold  J  be  appointed  to  meet.  And 
'  WHEREAS  it  h:is  beai  found  by 
^.  Experience,  thut  the  laid  Claule 
^  hath  proved  very  grievous  and  bur- 
^  thenlbme,  by  occiiioning  much 
^  greater  and  more  continued  Ex- 
^  pences,  in  order  to  Eledions  of 
^  Members  to  ferve  in  Parliament, 
^  and  more  violent  and  lafting  Heats 
'•  and  Animofities  among  the  Subjeds 
^  of  this  Realm,  than  were  ever 
'  known  before  the  laid  Clauie  was 
^  enacted  ;  and  the  laid  Provihon,  if 
^  it  fhould  continue,  may  probably, 
^-  at  this  Juncture,  when  a  Reftlels 
^  and  Popifh  Faction  are  defigning 
^  and  endeavouring  to  renew  the  Re- 
'  bellion  within  this  Kingdom,  and 
'an  Invaiion  from  Abroad,  be  de^ 
^  liruftive  to  the  Peace  and  Security 
'  of  the  Government :  Be  it  Ena<Hed- 
'  by  the  King's  molt  excellent  Ma- 
^  j^fty,  by  and  with  the  Advice  and 
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'  Content  of  the  Lords  Spiritual  and 

*  Temporal,  and  Commons  in  Par- 
^  lianient  Aflembled,  and  by  the  Au- 
^  thority  of  the  lame,  That  this  pre- 
^  lent  Parliament;,  and  all  Parliaments 
'  that  lliall  at  any  Time  hereafter  be 
'  called,  affembled  or  held,  Iball  and 
'  may  reipeftively  have  Continu- 
'  ance  f  jr  Seven  Years,   and  no  lon- 

*  ger,  to  be  accounted  from  the  Day 
'  on  which  by  the  Writ  of  Summons 
'  this  prefent  Parliament  hath  been, 

*  or  any  future  Parliaments  fhall  be, 
^  appointed  to  meet,  unlels  this  pre- 
'  fent,  or  any  fuch  Parliament  here- 
^  after  to  be  iijmmoned,  fhall  be 
'  Iboner  diflblved  by  his  Majefty,  his 
''  Heirs,  or  Succeflbrs. 

You  fee  by  the  Bill  that  I  had  obferv, 
ed  rightly  what  was  the  Purport  or  Na- 
ture of  it,  vid  am  heartily  glad  of  the 
Occafion  of  fettijng  you  right,  and  (hewing 
you,  That  His  Majefty  hath  as  much 
Truft  repofed  in  him  as  his  Predeceifor ; 
and  that  the  Term  of  Seven  Years  is  gi- 
ving 


[  ?8  ] 

ving  him  more  certain  Means  of  difap- 
pointing  the  Defigns  of  iiis  Foreign  and 
Domeltick  Enemies,  and  fecuring  the  Peace 
and  TranquiUty  of  his  Government,  by 
calling  a  Parliament,  when  they  may  not 
be  in  Expedation  of  it,  nor  any  ways  pre- 
pared to  make  Oppofition,  or  raife  Com- 
motions in  any  Parr  of  his  Kingdom  ;  and 
when  His  Maieft:y  finds  his  People  quiet 
and  eafy,  and  his  Government  firm  and  fc- 
cure:  In  this  Light  I  would  defire  you  to 
confider  this  Bill,  and  net  in  that  which 
you  feem  hitherto  to  have  done. 

Thus,  Sir,  I  have  fuggefted  to  you  what 
farther  Matter  my  Time  would  give  me 
leave,  and  if  it  does  not  fully  convince 
you,  I  mufl:  then  defpair  o'i  doing  it :  but 
that  no  Means  may  be  wanting,  I  fliall 
fend  you,  the  next  Turn  of  the  Carrier,  the 
two  Pieces  I  have  given  you  Paifages  from, 
and  wJiat  other  Pamphlets  have,  or  may 
come  out  on  either  fide  of  the  Qiiefl:;on, 
and  Hiali  conclude  in  the  Words  of  the  Au- 
thor ot  that  inimitable  Piece,  Entitl'd,  Jt"- 
guments  about  the  Alter  at  io)9  of  the  T'rtennial 
Elections  of  Parliament.  '  I  hope  that  all 
^  Friends  to  the  King  and  to  the  Publick 
'  Happinefs  (which  now  depends  entirely 
*  upon  the  firm  Eiiablifhment  of  the  pre- 
'  fent  Royal  Family)  will  not  let  their  ge- 

'■  neral 
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neral  Sufpicions  or  their  particular  Byafs, 
have  fuch  Power  over  them,  as  to  move 
them  to  join  with  their  own  Enemies  in 
a  Point,  in  which  if  they  fliould  by  any 
unforcen  Accident  have  Success,  I  am  con- 
fident they  would  very  heartily,  as  well 
as  fruitleOy  repent  of  their  own  Proceed- 
ings. When  Perfons  who  have  always 
fhewn  thcmfelves  Enemies  to  Liberty,  and 
Profeflbrs  of  the  Principles  of  Slavery  ; 
who  have  ever  exprefsM  a  Hatred  of  the 
Revolution,  and  of  every  Thing  built  up- 
on it,  and  have  ever  been  the  Support  of 
the  Popifli  and  Jacobite  Intercft  in  thefe 
Nations ;  when  fuch,  I  fay,  put  on  a  Zeal 
for  Liberty,  it  is  a  moral  Demonftration, 
that  it  is  all  a  mock  Shew,  and  that  they 
themfelves  think  quite  otherwife  of  what 
they  oppofc  than  they  would  feem  to 
think.  If  it  were  really  their  Opinion, 
that  the  Alteration  now  propofed,  would 
help  the  Caufe  which  they  have  efpoufed, 
or  be  any  Prejudice  to  a  Government 
which  they  hate,  I  am  very  confident 
they  would  not  enter  into  the  Oppofition 
of  it  with  that  Warmth  and  Zeal  which 
which  they  now  profefs :  But  they  fore- 
fee,  that  their  Hopes  mufl:  in  proportion 
abate  with  thofe  Heats  and  Dilfurbances 
which  alone  keep  them  alive ;  and  for 
this  Reafon  it  is,  that  they  now  take  in- 

'-to 
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*to  their  Mouths  the  Words  and  Topicks 
'which  they  have  ever  hitherto  ridicul'd 
'  and  exploded,    in  oi-der  to  keep  ofF  the 

*  Thing  they  heartily  hate  the  Settlement  of 

*  the  Prefent  Government  in  Peace  and  Qttiet 

*  at  home,  and  in  Honour  and  Glorj  abroad. 

1  am,  te'c. 
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